
Nomenclature 

 

Do you 

have a 

METAL? 

 
Ionic 

Compound No Yes 
Covalent 

Compound 

Group 1, 2, 

13 metal? 

Polyatomic 

ion? 

Transitional 

metal? 

Use of 

prefixes to 

indicate # 

of atoms 

First non-

metal 

doesn’t use 

mono. 

Second 

non-metal 

always 

uses prefix. 
Put charges 

on cation 

and anion 

(top right 

corner with 

+ or – sign) 

from 

group # on 

periodic 

table 

Put charges 

on cation 

and anion 

from 

reference 

sheet (top 

right corner 

with + or – 

sign) 

Put charges 

on cation 

and anion 

in formula 

from the 

roman 

numeral 
shown in 

written 

name 

The subscripts indicate the correct number 

of each atom so that the overall charge of 

the compound is “zero.” 

Since covalent 

compounds never 

involve ions, 

there are never 

any charges!  

Prefix listing: 
Mono- 

Di- 

Tri- 

Tetra- 

Penta- 

Hexa- 

Hepta- 

Octa- 

Nona- 

Deca- 

Ionic compound representative particle is a 

FORMULA UNIT. 

Covalent compound representative 

particle is a MOLECULE. 


